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parasites, lack chlorophyll and are frequently colorless;   they

may have various colors, but they never have the green color of

chlorophyll.  The most numerous of the para-

sites and saprophytes belong to the lower groups

of plants.   Most of the bacteria and all of the

fungi either are parasitic on plants or animals

or are saprophytic.

Annuals, biennials, and perennials. Accord-
ing to the length of tune they live, plants are
designated as annuals, biennials, and perennials.
Those that live for only one year or a single
season are annuals ; these include our cereals,
such as corn, rice, and wheat, and many of our
vegetables, such as tomatoes, cucumbers, etc.

Biennials are plants that live during the
favorable growing periods of two years, and
produce seeds and die during the second year.
Biennials are rather numerous in temperate
zones, and include such common vegetables as ^
beets, carrots, and cabbages.                                   FIC> 9p Monotropa

Plants like roses and cannas that live from   (Indian pipe), a

year to year or through a series of years are   saprophyte

. ,                                                                         colorless     leaves

perennials.                                                                         ( x ^

NAMES OF PLANTS
Species. In dealing with the very large number of plants that
occur in the world it is necessary not only to have names for the
various species but also to have a system of classification that
groups plants together according to their similarities and relation-
ships. The different kinds of plants are regarded as different
species, and each kind is given a species name, or specific name.
The structure of the flower is the most important criterion in the
classification of flowering plants.
Groups of plants. In classifying plants the different kinds
(species) are grouped into genera, families, orders, classes, and
divisions. The whole plant kingdom is divided into divisions) one
of which, the Spermatophyta, includes all seed plants. Divisions